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COMING EVENTS 


Christmas breakup - Members’ night 
Urquart Bluff (see page 3) 
Ironbark Basin and Point Addis — Leader: Kay Campbell 


Leader: Alison Watson (see page 1) 

Finding more of our hard to find birds — a team effort. 
Hospital Swamp — Leader: Gordon McCarthy 

Barwon River — Leaders: Ray Baverstock and Valda Dedman 
Workshop 


Reptiles and their Habitats - Ron Waters 

Workshop 

Melba Gully, Moonlight Heads, Muttonbird Island, Sherbrook River 
Leaders: Trevor Pescott and Bernie Franke 

White-winged Choughs - Valda Dedman 

TBA 

Workshop 


The Club Website and Email address are not functioning — see page 5 


GFNC page 
. Ema address: 


Gr austasia néi -ginc 
ail.austasia.nét 
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: du exu. ME 3 
e) 
Tonight is our Christmas sf 
Break-up which is also a e as Q | | S February Speaker will be: 
Members Night — Ron Waters — Reptiles 
and Gordon McCarthy will and their Habitats. 


speak on ‘A Trip to Croker (sre etin 2 S 


Barry Lingham, Bernadette and family 
are heading off to England on a work 
exchange program for next year. We wish 
Accommodation is reserved at Buffalo Lodge — |them a sate and enjoyable time. (Just don’t 
$20.00 per person per night. Bring your own forget the thermal underwear!) 
sleeping bag (bottom sheet and pillow 
provided). There are shared kitchen 
facilities, just need to bring food. Also 
2 sites have been booked at Lake 
Catani. 


Summer Campout - Mount Buffalo 
11,12,13 January 2002 


HALF DAY EXCURSION 
SATURDAY, 19 JANUARY 2002 


Meet at Clairvaux Meeting Rooms at 9.00 am or at the 


To confirm the booking we need to Fyansford Information Centre at 9.30 am. 


know numbers preferably tonight — 
otherwise by noon Friday at the latest. 


After a short walk on the Fyansford Common which is 
bounded by the Moorabool River, we will move on to 
Upper Paper Mill Road for a walk along the north bank 
of the Barwon River, up towards Baum Weir and 

beyond. 


Lots of great walking tracks to explore 
and hopefully lots of summer 
wildflowers and birds to see. 


Put your name on the list tonight or 


contact Alison Watson 5266 1087. This area has both natural and historical values. 


Leaders: Ray Baverstock (Phone 5243 7025) and 
Valda Dedman (Phone 5243 2374) 


NEWS BITES! 


° Seaview Park. A meeting regarding the future of Seaview Park will be held at 7.30 pm on Friday 7 December 
at Belmont Primary School in Mt Pleasant Road. The significance of the Belmont Escarpment's geology and 
flora was brought to COGG notice by our Club and we now need to consider administration, seed collection, 
propagation, planting, maintenance and funding. Contact Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 


D Congratulations to Dick Southcombe who received A Certificate of Recognition from the International Year of 
the Volunteer Program. 


D On behalf of the Club, the Committee formally moved an expression of appreciation to Dick for his leadership 
and hard work in ensuring the successful completion of the Ted Errey Nature Circuit. 


For more notices, see pages 3, 11 & 14 


M MÀ I e E Ei E T 
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OUT AND ABOUT 


lt seems the Small Golden Moths 
Orchid Diuris chryseopsis sp. aff. 
Laverton | wrote about last month 
may have become extinct. Three 
years ago a critical habitat order 
was not enforced and a 
warehouse was built over the last 
site where it was known to exist. 


Now here's a story, about a 
different golden moth, a magic 
story with, we hope, a happy 
ending. A story about a golden girl 
that flashes her beauty to attract a 
male, whose babies build tunnels 
of silk where they live and feed for 
up to 10 years. They grow up and 
mate, but their adult life is only a 
few days long and during that time 
they don't eat at all—they have no 
mouths. 


This is all about the Golden Sun 
Moth Synemon plana. It too, is a 
grassland species, and is listed ás 
threatened in Victoria under the 
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act. 
1988, and endangered in NSW 
and the ACT. 


Golden Sun Moths are ‘real’ 
moths, insects belonging to the 
family Casniidae. They appear to 
be dull, all browns and greys, and 
So it is with the male, but when the 
female opens her wings, she 
shows off a pair of bright orangey- 
gold hindwings decorated with a 
couple of black spots. Underneath 
she is also handsome, white with 
black spots. 


Sun Moths fly by day, but only for 
a very short time, a couple of days 
at most and the female hardly at 
all. Her sole purpose in life is to 
mate; all her golden glory is to 
attract a male. He is patrolling the 
grasses, she flashes her bright 
wings and he falls for the old trick. 
Her eggs are fully developed, just 
waiting to be fertilised by him. 
They are deposited singly between 
the tillers of the food plant and the 
soil. They hatch after 21 days and 
the first instar tunnels into the 
grass tiller and feeds and grows 
for about 11 months. The larvae 
also build silken tunnels to take 
them down to feed on roots and 


...Valda Dedman 


rhizomes. Their last six weeks 
underground are spent pupating in 
a vertical shaft of silk. 


Caterpillar food plants are Wallaby 
Grasses, Austrodanthonia. Four 
species are known to be used — 
A. carphoides, A. auriculata, A. 
eriantha and A. setacea. 


There have been many local Sun 
Moth extinctions, because our 
native grasslands have either 
disappeared or become changed 
through weed invasion, fertiliser 
application or overgrazing. The 
Wallaby Grass cover needs to be 
more than 40% of the total species 
mix and such patches are now 
rare. 


In Victoria the Golden Sun Moth is 
known definitely from only five 
locations, all of which are small 
and isolated. It used to be known 
over vast areas from Williamstown 
to Mansfield, Bendigo and Nhill. It 
has recently been rediscovered at 
the Hamilton Community Parkland, 
on a roadside verge at Hexham 
and on private property near 
Dunkeld. It is still found at the 
Salisbury Bushland Reserve east 
of Nhill and along the railway line 
there as well as on allotments 
within the township of Nhill. It is 
also known from Mount Piper, that 
wonderful isolated hill south west 
of Broadford, where butterflies, 
including 'our Ant Blue Butterfly, 
‘hilltop.’ It may no longer exist 
north of Tallarook and on Yea 
Spur. 


And now for the ‘happily-ever- 
after bit. Michelle Howard from 
Melbourne Zoo informs me that a 
permit has been secured from 
DNRE to collect 6 female moths. 
The moths fly for up to 4 days on 
hot, bright sunny days between 
November and January. It is likely 
that Mt Piper will be the collection 
Site. It is estimated that each 
female produces about 200 eggs. 
It is likely that the moths will be 
translocated to Melbourne Zoo 
Butterfly House and the VORZ 
[Victorian Open Range Zoo] shade 
house for egg laying and 
collection. If all goes well then the 
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eggs can be moved to Werribee 
and introduced to the Sun Moth 
area. Eggs usually take 2 years to 
complete their lifecycle and 
emerge as moths, however it can 
take up to 10 years for the eggs to 
finally complete their lifecycle. 


Let us hope it won't be ten years. 
We could even make this part of 
our own dream. Wallaby Grass 
could be grown on Belmont 
Common. There is some there 
already. We have found A. 
setacea at Jerringot.. Then maybe 
later the Golden Sun Moth could 
be introduced. Nhill College 
increased A. carphoides on the 
school ground by removing sugar 
gums and direct seeding two 
hectares. They have also provided 
an interpretive display for visitors. 
Sounds just like the sort of thing 
for the Common. 


If you know of a patch of Wallaby 
Grass, make a visit on a hot day 
over the next couple of months. 
Look for a brown-bronze patterned 
moth. The female with the golden 
hindwings has a wingspan of 
about 3 cm and the male is slightly 
larger. 


At Werribee, VORZ has developed 
a seed orchard and display of 
basalt plains vegetation of some 
200 plants. It is located just inside 
the entrance and innovative 
graphics interpret the natural 
history of the grasslands. 


A metre high Shrubby Glasswort 
Sclerostegia arbuscula at Altona 
has been found to be 600 years 
old. This puts it the same league 
as ancient forest trees. We need 
to treat all saltmarsh with respect. 
It is also very fragile and 
specialised and we have many 
excellent examples around 


Geelong. 
&» 
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The Victorian Alps — Development Issues 


.. Dick Southcombe 


Timothy Matheson's article on page 1 of FNCV's Field Nats News No. 105 (current issue), gives an update on 
proposals at Falls Creek and Mt Hotham. Both areas are home to the nationally threatened species, Mountain 
Pygmy-possum Burramys parvus, and both are places of outstanding natural beauty which have inspired our 
members on past visits and which no doubt will do so in the future if properly conserved. 


Unfortunately naturalists must become more involved; our views need to be heard and understood; such issues 
cannot be left to others. The following is an extract from Timothy’s article regarding Falls Creek. 


It was disappointing to see that Parks Victoria's input into the overall assessment of the proposal was 
woeful, to the extent that it was pathetic; especially since the proposed site is bordering onto the Alpine 


National Park. 


What are your thoughts on this matter? 


PLANT GROUP 
..Dick Southcombe 


Plants of the Proteacae Family 
which grow along the Ted Errey 
Nature Circuit — Grevillea, Hakea, 
Isopogon, Lomatia - received 
much attention at our November 
meeting. Futher study is obviously 
necessary as some of us came 
away with an increased number of 
unanswered questions, 
nevertheless it was enjoyable and 
informative. 


Our December meeting will be 
held in the field. We will meet at 
Urquhart Bluff top car park a 4.00 
pm on Tuesday, all welcome, bring 
a picnic tea. 


&» 


JERRINGOT REPORT 
„Valda Dedman 


Good News! We have received a 


grant of $800.00 from the City of 
Great Geelong for Snipefest 2002. 


Several of us put in a total of 11 
hours’ hard work rescuing plants 
from the all too invasive kikuyu. It 
was especially gratifying to find 
pretty grey-foliaged saltbush 
looking so healthy when released 
from its clutches. Thank you to Joe 
and Rob, Dennis and Ray, Dave 
and Sheila. Rob has now seen his 
first snipe in Victoria. A Swamp 


Harrier caused some consternation 
at one stage. Two White-necked 
Herons were feeding at the north 
swamp. 


In the new year we will have an 
official opening of the interpretation 
boards, which are also being used 
by birds as perches. 


Qo 


GFNC Website 
...Ade Foster 


Unfortunately, the GFNC Web- 
page [and email address] . is 
unobtainable at present. Our 
Internet Service Provider (ISP) has 
gone into liquidation, and | have 
been unable to find an alternative 
who will offer us a suitable price 
structure i.e. free web hosting. 


| am asking those of you who have 
an internet connection to check 
with your own ISPs to find out if 
they offer a free service to 
community based groups. Or, they 
may offer a free web hosting 
service to you, their paying 
customer, which you would be 
happy to let the club use. The 
Geelong YMCA Gymnastics Club 
uses my personal web space, so | 
can't offer that to the GFNC, at this 
time. 


The Committee and | would be 
pleased to hear from anyone who 


may be able to assist. 


e» 


Do you have examples 
of vegetation removal? 
...Alison Watson 


Environment Victoria together 
with other groups is forming the 
Powerline Action Network for the 
protection of vegetation near 
powerlines. 


There has been an increase in 
valuable roadside vegetation being 
removed recently. The network 
plans to lobby government and 
power companies to strengthen 
environmental regulation of 
powerline clearance and promote 
environmentally sensitive 
powerline infrastructure. The group 
is starting to document the extent 
of clearance problems and they 
would like to hear from anyone 
who has examples of either of 
inappropriate removal, or 
severe pruning of vegetation. 


Please contact Andrew Booth — 
Environment Victoria 9320 5402 or 
email andrew@envict.org.au or 
contact a Committee Member and 
we will pass on the information. 


DECEMBER - JANUARY DIARY 


T wo months for the price of one! 
Try watching wasps; beetle 
nuptials among the Grasstrees; 
hanging around with a Mistletoe; 
spot a Spotless; or check out 
Summer allies. 


2.12.00 Bannockburn 

Out to the grasslands to see if 
Spring had left anything behind — a 
few remnants. 

Chocolate Lilies were still 
standing tall among the Kangaroo 
Grass, where one of Summers 
allies, the Blue Devil was showing 
off its metallic blue, so like barbed- 
wire in form. 

Common Everlasting will resist 
Summer's attention for some time 
yet. 

On to the Reserve and coffee 
under the Yellow Gums. | hoped 
to find Woodswallows but saw 
none. Haven't seen any flocks 
passing over Newtown either. 

Found some clumps of Bluebells, 
probably Tufted, and a lovely 
bright blue. 

Further on under the powerlines 
was a white-flowered shrub — 
probably Burgan, along with some 
more scattered Bluebells. 


4.12.00 Anglesea 
Blunt Everlastings were flowering 


still. It seems months since their 
first appearance. 

So you have the purple of Fringe 
Lilies, the white of Everlastings, 
and the red and yellow of scattered 
Dwarf Wedge-peas. 

Tried to photograph a Common 
Brown, sunning, wings 
outstretched on an Everlasting. 

By the roadside, | found a lot of 
Yellow Rush Lily and a few 
leftovers from  Spring's 
extravagance — Small Grass-trees. 

Birds observed — two flocks, 5 
and 8, of Yellow-tailed Black 
Cockatoos, a Wedge-tail and Little 
Eagle and heard Kookaburras. 


19.12.00 Brisbane Ranges N.P. 
After a rainless month one would 


think the bush would have little to 
offer but | should know by now that 
there's always something of 
. interest if you look hard enough! 

Valda Dedman had visited a 


GEELONG NATURALIST — Vol. 37 No. 8 


.. Joe Hubbard 


burnt patch along Butchers Road 
returning with mouth-watering 
photos of hard to find orchids and 
telling of the hundreds of Grass 
Trees in flower. 

Two months later, here | am 
looking at Grass Trees gone to 
seed and kicking myself for 
missing out. 

Nevertheless, always something 
to see. Decided to walk along a 
dampish depression — eyes down 
mostly — but chanced to look up 
into the morning sun to find the air 
full of sparling blue insects — 
iridescence accentuated. | 
watched one land - a beetle — 
clustered with many others on a 
rush. There were hundreds in the 
air and over the rushes - | 
guessed it was a nuptial flight. 

And then | found the moth 
clinging to a rush, tiny, blue-grey 
wings covered with minute fiecks 
of light-blue, ending with a row of 
larger blue spots, and on wings 
edge, yellow spots. Its head was 
covered with a cap of yellow, hairy 
scales — its beauty only revealed 
through a lens. 

Then | found a strange bird, 
streaked dark brown and white, 
which turned out to be a juvenile 
Pallid Cuckoo, not at all like the 
grey and white parent. 


1.1.01 Newtown 
Icheumon Wasps — 2. against the 
laundry window. Shiny black body, 
white dots along the abdomen, 
reddish-brown legs, beautiful 
wings like fine delicate leadiight. 
When released look much larger 
than in the hand. 

Found a tiny wasp, dead. Under 
the magnifier — a wonderment. 


5.1.01 You Yangs 
‘We better start looking now!’ We 


had walked a short distance along 
Branding Yard track towards the 
peak, looking for mistletoe — 
Harlequin Mistletoe. Its long 
tubular flowers are usually bright 
red ending with green, and if 
you're lucky you'll find a yellow 
variety, and even luckier find the 
red and yellow flowers in the same 
clump. 

We soon found a small clump 
hanging from a Black Wattle — and 
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then more and more. 

Val found some growing on a 
Sheoak — the fine branchlets and 
seed cones set off the lovely 
mistletoe- an Australian banquet! 

Returning we stopped to talk to a 
wallaby at a waterhole, found that 
Val's ‘something protruding from 
the nesting box’ was the tail end of 
a possum, and further on another 
waterhole and wallaby. 


12.1.01 Jerringot 
We met two Canadian 


birdwatchers at the hide. We told 
them how we watched an 
Australian Spotted Crake in the 
'Baillon's swamp,’ 5 metres close, 
then saw two Baillon's Crake at 
reed's edge — they were keen to 
try their luck. 

They had found a Latham's Snipe 
close to the hide — strange bird to 
them until we found that Japanese 
Snipe = Latham's Snipe. 


16.1.01 Jerringot 
On the way to Breamlea (one of 


our favourite walks), we passed 
the wetland which seemed full of 
birds — no doubt attracted by the 
low water and easy pickings. 

Returning we called in — had to! 
Among other waders were 5 Great 
Egret. At one stage | was sure | 
was looking at an Intermediate 
Egret, but after talking with Gordon 
McCarthy and returning for another 
look decided | was mistaken — pity! 

Never mind, just as we were 
leaving the bird hide we decided to 
check the reed edges where 
mudflats had appeared, to check 
for a Spotiess Crake — there it was, 
as skittish as ever, no doubt at 
all — dark colouring, reddish legs 
and eyes. 


And a special CHEERS to you all! 
See you in 2002. 


&? 
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BIRD OF THE MONTH 


Yellow-rumped Thornbill 


Name Yellow-rumped  Thornbill 
Acanthiza chrysorrhoa. 


Description Small brownish bird 
with bright yellow rump, black tail. 
Forehead black with white spots. 
Back olive-green, underparts pale. 
Fine straight black bill. 


Length 10 — 12 cm. 


Voice Animated, tinkling chup- 
chup-cup-chuppa-chuppa. Soft 
contact zip in flight. 


Food Small seeds, invertebrates. 


Habitat Wooded farmland, urban 
parklands, golf courses. 


Range Southern two-thirds of 
Australia, including Tasmania. 


Geelong Widespread in areas with 
grassland or open forest You 
Yangs, Bellarine Peninsula, 
Anglesea, suburban gardens, 
Belmont Common. Resident. 


Breeding Usually July-December. 
Nest in outer foliage of tree, one to 
five metres from ground. Loose, 
globular, of grasses, spider web, 
with hooded side entrance and 
'false nest' on top. 


Eggs 3 or 4 pale pink eggs, 
sparsely blotched. 


Similar Species Buff-rumped. 


The Yellow-rumped Thornbill is the 
most easily identified of the LBJs 
the ‘Little Brown Jobs’ that can be 
so confusing to distinguish one 
from the other. It is the largest of 
all the aptly-named  thornbills, 
active, diminutive birds that 
reminded early settlers of the 
tomtits of their homeland, although 
they are in no way related. You 
can identify the» Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill most easily by its bright 
yellow rump, readily seen as the 
bird flies up away from you, and by 
the white spots on the black 
forehead. The Buff-rumped is 
much paler, more nondescript, and 
besides, the two species are 


..Valda Dedman 


essentially birds of different 
habitats, although can they occur 
together. 


‘The Messmate Forest is the only 
part of the district in which the 
Tomtit is not to be found’, wrote 
Charles Belcher in 1914, and '[The 
Bush Tomtit or buff-rumped Tit] is 
obviously allied to the Common Tit, 
and takes the place of the latter in 
the bush. There are of course 
localities where you may find the 
two species within a few yards of 
each other—l am thinking 
particularly of Airey's Inlet—but | 
do not remember ever to have 
seen them actually associated. For 
years, as a boy, | believed they 
were the same bird; then | noticed 
that the bush bird had a more 
"tinny" and less varied song, and 
not such a bright patch on the 
tail—-buff where the Tomtit has 
yellow.' 


Both species feed on the ground. 
The Yellow-rumped likes open 
grassy areas and is the only 
thornbill commonly found in 
pasture. The Buff-rumped favours 
tree trunks and lower limbs, it 
forages more in fallen branches, 
leaves, bark and other litter. 


We can always find the Yellow- 


rumped around Geelong. It is not. 


shy and comes into gardens and 
feeds on nature strips. Craig 
Morley reports, though, (Geelong 
Bird Report 1999) that it has 
become uncommon in Eastern 
Park, where it was formerly 
regularly sighted. A good place to 
find little flocks is on the Barwon 
Valley Golf Course. | have seen 
them dash out to feed on the 
greens there, even in 40 degree 
heat. It often occurs in mixed 
flocks of similar sized birds, with 
Red-browed Finches, Silvereyes, 
other Thornbills. 


|t is not in any sense migratory, 
but forms in the autumn small 
bands and companies of from half 
a dozen to thirty. These break up 
at the end of May, for the species 
pairs early; on one occasion | 
found a nest half-finished on June 
26th, and again hard-set eggs in 
another on July 9th....The nesting 


Season goes on until November, 
probably at least two broods being 
reared, but the same nest is not 
used twice. 


"The nest is a comparatively large 
and rough structure of dead 
flowering grasses and rootlets, 
with a great deal of whitish 
materials, such as cocoons, 
seedpods, and the like, on the 
outside; internally it is warmly lined 
with a thick pad of feathers and 
rabbit-fur. The entrance is at the 
side, usually with a slight spout or 
hood. What has caused much 
speculation is a sort of second 
chamber built on top of the nest 
proper, and usually open, though | 
have seen it almost completely 
roofed over. This second chamber 
is never lined. It is popularly called 
the ‘cock’s nest; but it is not 
known whether the male bird ever 
roosts in it. The Bronze Cuckoo 
has been known to deposit its egg 
in this “cock’s nest" (Belcher, C. 
1914 The Birds of the District of 
Geelong, Australia.) 


The reason for the false nest is still 
not clear. Sometimes it is built on 
an adjoining branch, sometimes 
there is one on top and one 
nearby. The male helps build the 
nest but does not assist in 
incubation. The extra nest may 
satisfy a building urge or may even 
be used as part of a courting ritual. 
At Reedy Lake in October 1999 
Rob McKenzie found a nest one 
metre up in a melaleuca. It was 
built under and attached to the old 
nest and both had a false nest. 
The nest contained five warm 
eggs, 3 white and glossy and 2 
pink, clear and probably infertile. 
Three naked young and two eggs 
were seen eleven days later. 


Sometimes the nest is built into the 
nest of a large bird such as a hawk 
or eagle. One was even found in a 
Wedge-tailed Eagle's nest. It is not 
thought that the site is chosen for 
protection, but merely for 
convenience. 


The birds sing throughout the year. 
They have been called 'talkative', 
constantly repeating their two- 
second long call — 'a shivering, 
silvery cadence of animated 


notes’. 
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Hovells Creek Catchment & Limeburners Bay 
Excursion 
sunday 18 November, 2001 


The weather forecast for the day 
was for rain, possible hail, strong 
winds, as it had been for the 
previous Sunday for the opening 
of the Ted Errey Nature Circuit! 


Not to be deterred by such reports 
21 GFNC members set off in our 
24-seater bus to skirt around the 
fairly well defined catchment area 
of Hovells Creek. We were to 
observe the various pressures of 
rural land use/misuse, gain a 
general overview of the geology of 
the area, and follow the creek from 
its source, through rural and urban 


areas to its outlet into the sea at - 


Limeburners Bay. 


Vernon Cohen had done all the 
major planning of this trip but 
unfortunately could not be present 
on the day. Vernon had been 
inspired by a trip he had done 
previously with a Natural Heritage 
Trust/National Wetlands Trust tour 
and planned this excursion on a 
similar basis. We were very 
grateful to have Alex Shackleton, 
City of Greater Geelong (COGG) 
Coastal & Wetlands Officer, with 
us for the day to share her 
knowledge — and also to drive the 
bus! 


We left our Club rooms at 9.00 am 
and drove to Anakie via Lovely 
Banks, pausing at the top of the 
incline to look back over the Port 
Phillip sunklands behind us. 
Graeme Tribe gave us an 
explanation of the geology of the 
area. Continuing on we could see 
the Rowsley Scarp ahead of us, 
then turning towards ‘the 
Anakies' — the three scoria cone 
humps we recognise so well. We 
admired the rer.aining stand of 
Yellow Gums .Eucalyptus 
leucoxylon in the paddock beside 
the Parks Office. At the Parks 
Office we met Judy Locke 
representing the Anakie Tree 
Planting Group. 

Judy had the necessary key to 


...by Diana Primrose 


open the access gate to Mt 
Anakie, and led us to the top for a 
magnificent 360? view of the 
surrounding countryside. (Gale 
force winds — but no rain at this 
point!) Judy explained the 
background to the Anakie Tree 
Planting Group, its use of grant 
monies and general vision. She 
had a map of the area of their 
involvement and plans for the 
future. She and Graeme pointed 
out various land features — while 
we all sheltered from the wind 
beside the bus and later in the fire 
tower! We viewed 'The Granites' 
from where Hovells Creek rises, 
and followed down, as far as we 
could see, the line of the creek as 
it flowed through the landscape 
towards Lara and the sea. The 
mining operation on the adjacent 
scoria cone was clearly visible. 
Below us was a vineyard, grazing 
and cropping land across the 
flats — all looking very green and 
lush after good winter rains. 


Judy told us of an interesting find 
while clearing up an old farm 
dump; underneath fencing wire, 
corrugated iron, etc. was a thriving 
family of fat-tailed dunnarts! 
Needless to say, measures were 
taken to ensure very suitable 
accommodation was restored 
immediately, and a rocky 
substitute introduced! 


Vegetation we noted on Mt Anakie 
included: Sweet Bursaria Bursaria 
spinosa var. macrophylla, Yellow 
Box E. melliodora, Manna Gum E. 
viminalis, Drooping Sheoak, 
Allocasuarina verticillata, Black 
Wattle Acacia mearnsii, 
Blackwood Acacia melanoxylon, 
Hedge Wattle Acacia paradoxa, 
Cherry Ballart Exocarpus 
cupressiformis, Bidgee Widgee 
Acaena anserinifolia, Tussock 
grasses Poa species, Spear 


grasses Stipa species, Kangaroo 


‘Grass Themeda triandra. Some 
unfortunate additions were 
Paterson's Curse Echium 
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plantagineum, Serrated Tussock 
Nassella trichotoma, Horehound 
Marrubium vulgare. Alex said she 
had found an unusual patch of 
Bower Spinach Tetragonia 
implexicoma — a native not 
normally found in this area. 


Leaving Mt Anakie we turned right, 
taking the Staughton Vale road to 
the Granite Road intersection and 
turning right. To the left of this 
road we have a catchment area 
that flows to the Little River, while 
to our right the drainage is to 
Hovells Creek. By the roadside 
were more Black Wattle, in flower, 
Golden Wattle Acacia pycnantha, 
and some Black Anther Flax Lily 
Dianella revolute. The land use 
was general grazing/cropping 
paddocks. We turned left into 
Bacchus Marsh Road for a short 
distance to view the area that has 
been badly affected by salinity. 
Alex posed the question of 
whether some of these long 
standing salt-degraded areas, now 
supporting salt marsh vegetation, 
should be regarded as 'salt marsh' 
and revegetated as such. 


We turned back to rejoin Granite 
Road and continued on to the Ford 
Proving Ground, turning right into 
Forest Road. Serrated Tussock is 
a major problem throughout this 
area. 


We passed several sand mining 
operations along this stretch of 
Hovells Creek and paused to 
ponder the effect on creek flow, 
siltation down stream during 
floods, restoration requirements, 
etc. Alex explained that earlier 
leases did not necessarily include 
requirements for restoration of the 
site, whereas newer leases have 
quite stringent guidelines. A notice 
inside a fence line stated 
'Application for Organic Recycling 
and Composting Operation’ - 
which presumably is before the 
Council at this time. 


We passed by the Wooloomanata 
woodland and dam area 
(frequented by ‘Birdos’!), the 
firewood plantations, and turned 
into the You Yangs Visitor Centre 
for our lunch stop — and time for a 
little birding — before continuing on 
to Lara. (The weather was really 
quite kind — a few spots of rain and 
a cool wind!) 
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Down Forest Road, noting some 
large dams on relatively small 5 
Ha blocks — reducing water flow 
to Hovells Creek, into Curletts 
Road noting the ever-spreading 
urban area with its acres of 
concrete and bitumen causing 
very heavy runoffs into the creek 
from the built-up area. Turning 
right into Flinders Avenue we left 
the bus at the bridge to examine 
things on foot. 


The Lara fires of 1968 passed 
through this way — the solitary 
church tower being a reminder of 
the devastation. Lara has been 
subjected to periodic flooding 
from  Hovells Creek over the 
years. An attempt was made to 
change the course of the creek 
and a channel was put in — but to 
no avail, the creek continued on 
its course and the channel 
remains — now filled with native 
reeds - Common Reed 
Phragmites australis, Cumbungi 
Typha domingensis, etc. After the 
last big flood about 10 years or so 
ago, a levee bank was put in to 
protect the town, and a ‘flood 
early warning system' put in 
place. A series of tall ‘rain gauge’ 
type structures are situated along 
the creek at strategic intervals to 
signal to authorities if rainfall 
above a certain level has fallen 
over the catchment area and an 
appropriate warning can be 
made. The ‘Lara Flood 
Reclamation Group’ was formed 
at about this time, and planting of 


the levee bank commenced. Most 
of us left the bus here to walk 
along the creek and be met at the 
ford in Investigator Avenue. We 
admired the plantings and, in 
particular, the beautiful array of 
native plants along the Hoffman 
Walk, This is a beautiful walk and 
recommended at any time. 


A short turn down Cumberland 
Drive to see the ‘Duck Ponds’ — or 
‘revived’ Lara Lake. This had 
been filled in as a useless swamp 
years ago but recently dug out 
and restored to a picturesque 
area. Storm water run off from the 
streets is diverted here to make 
this 'wetland' and allow for settling 
of sediment, slowing of the gush 
of water to minimise erosion, and 
(| guess) catching rubbish. Alex 
spoke to us about the 'pros and 
cons' of these 'wetland' areas 
now being used in many housing 
development areas. 


The final leg of the journey was 
down Forest Road to the 
Highway, down School Road and 
left turn at the Geelong Grammar 
School to take us to the 
'mangrove end' of Limeburners 
Bay. Having Alex with us we 
could drive through the gate and 
down the track to the Yacht Club, 
stopping along the way. 
Limeburners Bay is a special 
project area of Alex’s in her 
official role — she outlined plans 
for the area and pointed out the 
COGG Reserve on the opposite 
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bank — 4.5 km long and 60 metres 
wide along the foreshore. We 
walked the boardwalk through salt 
marsh and mangroves. Beaded 
Glasswort Sarcocornia 
quinqueflora, Rounded Noon 
Flower Disphyma crassifolium, 
Shrubby Glasswort Sclerostegia 
arbuscula and White Mangrove 
Avicennia marina were plentiful. 
Specimens of Shrubby Glasswort 
have been estimated to be 500 - 
600 years old. Limeburners Bay is 
a Ramsar wetland site. Down the 
track, closer to the Yacht Club, is 
a heavy infestation of Chilean 
Needle Grass Nassella 
neesiana — a very noxious import 
that COGG are working to 
eradicate and replace with 
Kangaroo Grass. The toilets by 
the Yacht Club are to be re-sited 
and a new system installed to 
avoid pollution into the bay. 


So, we are at the end of our 
journey down Hovells Creek, 
having seen where it rises in ‘the 
Granites’ to where it flows into the 
sea through Limeburners Bay. 


Our thanks to Vernon for the 
planning, Alex for her expert 
knowledge (and safe driving!), 
Judy for her time and information, 
Graeme for his knowledgeable 
comments along the way, Polly 
Cutliffe for recording the bird list, 
and my thanks to all who came to 
make such a worthwhile and 
enjoyable day! 


~ 


R 


Birds Identified on Hovells Creek Catchment /Limeburners Bay Excursion 


Sunday 18 November, 2001 


...Polly Cutliffe 
Black Swan Peregrine Falcon Purple-crowned Lorikeet Richards Pipit 
Australian Wood Duck Purple Swamphen Crimson Rosella House Sparrow 
Mallard Dusky Moorhen Red-rumped Parrot European Goldfinch 
Pacific Black Duck Common Sandpiper White-throated Treecreeper Welcome Swallow 
Chestnut Teal Red-necked Stint White-browed Scrubwren Clamorous Reed-warbler 
Little Pied Cormorant Curlew Sandpiper Red Wattlebird Little Grassbird 
Little Black Cormorant Pied Oystercatcher White-plumed Honeyeater Common Blackbird 
Australian Pelican Masked Lapwing New Holland Honeyeater Common Starling 
White-faced Heron | Pacific Gull - White-fronted Chat Common Myna 
Great Egret Silver Gull Jacky Winter 
Australian White Ibis Whiskered Tern Rufous Whistler 
Straw-necked Ibis Rock Dove Grey Shrike-thrush 
Royal Spoonbill Spotted Turtledove Magpie Lark 
Black-shouldered Kite Galah Willie Wagtail 
Swamp Harrier Long-billed Corella Australian Magpie 


Wedge-tailed Eagle Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Little Raven 


ue "mx ""dÁ———""1————— 


Total: 57 species 
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Opening of the Ted Errey Nature Circuit 
11 November 2001 
...Deborah Evans 


Ninety people crowded into the Staughton Vale Hall an a 'not-unusual day of showers, hail and sunshine 
in the Brisbane Ranges' on Sunday 11th November for the opening of the Ted Errey Nature Circuit. The 
weather prevented all but the hardiest of us from walking the circuit that day, but the interpretive signs 
were around the walls for us to admire, and the conviviality of the magnificent spread of food supplied by 
the participants turned the day into quite a celebration, despite the weather. 


The formal opening of the circuit by Geoff Howard, MLA, Member for Ballarat East and Parliamentary 
Secretary for Natural Resources and the Environment, marked the culmination of many years of dedicated 
work by a team of enthusiastic (not to mention patient and determined) members of the Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club and the Friends of the Brisbane Ranges, headed by project coordinator Dick 


Southcombe. 


As well as members of both these organisations, Dick welcomed to the Opening members of the Errey 
family, especially Ted's wife Nora, Parks Victoria Rangers—Chris Worall and Peter Box—members of 
Ballarat, Castlemaine and Victoria Field Naturalists Clubs, members of the Geelong Australian Plants 
group, our local Cultural Heritage Officer—Trevor Abrahams, members of the Geelong Environment 
Council, and members of the You Yangs Friends group. 


Amongst those unable to be present were the Minister for Environment and Conservation, the Hon Sherryl 
Garbutt, on whose behalf Geoff Howard was attending; Mr John Landy, Governor of Victoria, who sent his 
regrets and expressed his interest in the project's purpose and his intention to walk the circuit as soon as 
he has the opportunity; and Leila Ramsay, a greatly respected life member of the club with whom Ted 
shared his extensive botanical knowledge. 


Leila played a little known but vital role in securing the Ted Errey Nature Circuit project way back in 1992. 
Knowing the high regard Dr Jim Willis had for Ted Errey, Leila wrote to Dr Willis seeking his support for 
Ted receiving appropriate recognition for his outstanding voluntary work on Brisbane Ranges flora. Dr 
Willis' support was invaluable. 


Also unable to attend was Geoff Mathison who was recuperating after heart surgery. He and Ted were 
mates and they travelled on camping trips together. A major trip was a botany expedition in Central 
Australia with Dr Jim Willis, Cliff Beauglehole and Geoff Carr. If Geoff had been well enough to attend he 
would no doubt have had some interesting and amusing incidents to share with us. 


A Tribute to Ted Errey 

Whether longstanding members of the Club who had known Ted well, mens and family, or newer Club 
members who had not had the privilege of meeting Ted, the Opening provided an opportunity for us to 
appreciate the extent of both Ted's botanical knowledge and his contributions to conservation activities in 
the Brisbane Ranges and further afield. 


Valda Dedman spoke for the. many Club members who remembered Ted when she described him as the 
Club's 'acknowledged plant expert to whom they deferred on all things botanical’. He was a committee 
member for 14 years, had been treasurer, newsletter editor and president, and was honoured with life 
membership. 


He founded the Club's Botany Group, as it was then called, in 1972 and gathered around him a devoted 
- band of people who studied plants and went on group excursions. Valda referred to an extensive 
collection of plant lists from those excursions bequeathed to her by Leila Ramsay, including one from the 
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Brisbane Ranges North for 15th October 1975, containing 114 species, all arranged by families in proper 
botanical order. Ted was thorough and taught his disciples well. 


Ted collected representative specimens of our flora, and many of these have become part of reference 
collections, such as for the Brisbane Ranges National Park. Our club (and a number of individual members) 
played a major role in establishing the Park and Ted surveyed the flora and compiled the plant list for the 
then Land Conservation Council. He assisted Cliff Beauglehole with field work for the preparation of Cliff's 
series of books on the vascular flora of Victoria based on the Land Conservation Council Study Areas. 


Valda also recalled other survey work Ted did for Land Conservation Council submissions in 1973, quadrats 
he set up in the burnt-out area at the back of Moggs Creek after the Ash Wednesday Fires, and plant 
recording on Swan Island in the early days of the Orange-bellied Parrot Survey. 


But Ted's passion for our native flora did not just stop at studying and surveying it. Both Valda and Joan 
Lindros spoke of his enthusiasm for growing native plants and his contributions to the Society for Growing 
Australian Plants in Geelong of which he was a foundation member, committee member, president and life 
member. His propagated plants appeared, meticulously labelled, at native plant shows and displays at the 
Geelong Show. Many of his cuttings ended up as rooted plants on our Club's trading table as well. 


Within the Society for Growing Australian Plants Ted was again an enthusiastic and patient teacher on 
excursions and follow up studies afterwards, and contributed to community plantings (such as those at 
Elcho Park and at the corner of Roberts Road and Barrabool Road), responses to proposals and 
involvement in public plantings such as the Boulevard. 


Above all, it was Ted's patience as a teacher (both at Roslyn Primary School and in the many volunteer 
activities he participated in) and his ability to motivate others with his extensive and detailed knowledge of 
our local plants that has inspired the interpretive panels on the Ted Errey Nature Circuit. 


As Valda said, ‘If you wanted to find out about the plants on an excursion you kept close to Ted:' 


The Circuit 

The Ted Errey Nature circuit was first proposed by the Geelong Field Naturalists Club around 19925/96 and 
the Club's goal for the project was to achieve engaging, instructive signage-of-substance worthy of Ted's 
dedicated work on the flora of the Brisbane Ranges and his legacy as a patient and influential teacher of 
natural history. 


The design and preparation of the thirteen interpretive panels has been supported by Park's Victoria's 
Community Grants funding of $12,1000, applied for jointly by the Geelong Field Naturalists Club end 
Friends of Brisbane Ranges. Extra funding to complete the project was authorised by Minister Garbutt. The 
panels are dotted along an 8 km trail (including the Anakie Gorge section) which includes sections of the 
Redbeak, Outlook, Nelsons and Anakie Gorge Tracks (see map). The walk can be accessed from three 
locations—Stony Creek Picnic Area, The Redbeak Track at Switch Road, and the junction of the Anakie 
Gorge and Nelson Tracks from the Anakie Gorge Picnic Area—and is provided with blue triangle markers. 


The sections chosen for the walk allow visitors to explore many of the park's diverse ecosystems, from dry 
ridge tops to unusual wet fern gullies, and include popular bird watching locations. Each panel provides 
visitors with the opportunity to learn about and investigate their surroundings further, incorporating important 
conservation messages—such as the need to keep to the tracks to help stop the spread of Cinnamon 
Fungus—and have been linked with a theme of the importance of the diversity of pollinators of our native 
plants. 


Those of us who have walked the circuit or were able to study the interpretive panels at the opening, will 
appreciate the extensive research and development that has gone into them. Dick Southcombe paid tribute 
to the tremendous voluntary contribution of time and talent made by members of the working party, 
especially Nola Haines, who is a member of both the Friends of Brisbane Ranges and the Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club. Other members of the working party included Valda Dedman, Dave King, Barry Lingham, 
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Graeme Tribe and Alison Watson. Dick also expressed his appreciation of the expert field assistance given 
by Judy Locke, Noel Schleiger and Ern and Lesley Perkins. 


lf you haven't yet had a chance to walk the Ted Errey Nature Circuit, then make it a priority for the next 
sunny weekend. It marks an important achievement for the Club and a tangible recognition of Ted Errey's 
contribution to the understanding of our region's natural history and the Brisbane Ranges flora in particular. 


*** Ted Errey Nature Circuit 


© Circuit access and map panel 


@ Information panel 


Stony Creek £ 
Picnic Area * x 


E 


(Above: Map of the Ted Errey Nature Circuit.) 


(Below: One of the signs.) 


ed Errey Nature Circuit 
This loop walk introduces you to some of the 
, main types of habitat in the Brisbane Ranges: 


Interpretive panels along the way tell you why some plants and animals 
live where they do. 


Protection of a range of habitats is critical to the survival of a great 
range of plants and animals. There is no other way to do this. 


CZ he walk (including the Anakie 
Gorge section) is about 8km 
long, and can take at least 3-4 hours to complete, depending on your 


ex fitness and curiosity. 
impias d bia: There are à couple of steep sections (between Valley and Outlook, 

There are many diflercnt cucaiypis or and between the Anakie Gorge Walk and Faultline), but for the most 
Uus cucut wala, each with i5 own A " H 
habxin requirements. part the track is quite easy. Just follow the blue triangle markers. 
dn general though. they are dry-wouniry 7 x y . 
Eucalypus, more akin w the eucalypo of You might choose to take your time, and experience sections of the 
central Victona than to those in the bigh 


track during different seasons. 


ni 
snis ol the richane Riigis, 
TTE eT 
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MID-WEEK BIRD GROUP EXCURSION REPORT 
You Yangs - 14 November, 2001 
...Colin Goldberg 


Åtter two weeks of rain, it was a pleasure to start our walk on such a beautiful 
morning. We drove into the forest and were welcomed by a trio of Golden 
Whistlers singing their hearts out. Our walk was accompanied by Grey Shrike- 
thrushes and Grey Fantails. As we progressed through the forest we sighted 
Brown-headed, White-plumed, and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, and cuckoos 
were heard calling. 


When we reached the Wooloomanata fence, the bird life increased 
dramatically. We saw Diamond Firetails, White-fronted Chats, Spotted and 
Striated Pardalotes, Brown Goshawk, Whistling Kite, Kestrel, Superb Blue 
Wren, Yellow-rumped Thornbills, and others. Only a few birds were seen on 
the dam — Yellow Spoonbill, Wood Duck, and Chestnut Teal, but along the 
creek we saw a kaleidoscope of colour. There were Rainbow Bee-eaters (pair 
nesting), Sacred Kingfishers, (pair nesting), White-winged Trillers (pair), 
Hooded Robin, Eastern Rosellas and more. (51 bird species, 2 mammals.) 


We finally returned to our cars, again to the welcome of the Golden Whistlers 
and off home. 


NEXT MID-WEEK BIRD GROUP EXCURSION 


Thursday, 13 December 
(N.B. 2nd Thursday) 


Ironbark Basin & Point Addis 


At the last outing we discussed venues for December, and the 
statement by two members that after five visits to Point Addis 
looking for them, 'Bristlebirds don't exist,’ was too much of a 
challenge. Of course there are many more birds to observe in 
this area, but hopefully we will catch up with the Bristlebirds as 
well. 


Meet at Waurn Ponds 
Shopping Centre carpark 

behind Green Grub Nursery 
at 8.30 am or Ironbark Basin 
carpark at 9.00 am. 


-iEARLY NOTICE:- 


MID-WEEK BIRD GROUP EXCURSION 


Please bring lunch. For 
those who are able (and 


weather permitting), we will 
continue bird-watching after 
lunch. 


Thursday, 17 January, 2002 


Hospital Swamp 


This is one of Gordon McCarthy's regular bird- 
watching areas, and he has kindly agreed to lead 
this excursion. 


Leader: Kay Campbell 
Enquiries: Polly Cutcliffe 
524^ 0182 


Meet at Jerringot Bird Hide, Belmont Common, at 
8.30 am or at the corner of Black Rock Road and 
Lake Road, Connewarre, at 8.50 am. Finish 

about 12.30 pm. 


Enquiries: Polly Cutcliffe 5244 0182 


51 Bird species seen: 


Australian Wood Duck 
White-faced Heron 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Yellow Spoonbill 
Whistling Kite 

Brown Goshawk 

Little Eagle 

Australian Kestral 

Galah 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Lt Lorikeet 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Eastern Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Horsfield's Bronze Cuckoo 
Shining Bronze Cuckoo 
Sacred Kingfisher 
Rainbow Bee-eater 
Brown Treecreeper 
Superb Blue Wren 
Spotted Pardalote 
Striated Pardalote 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Red Wattlebird 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
B-headed Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
White-fronted Chat 
Jacky Winter 

Hooded Robin 

Eastern Yellow Robin 
Golden Whistler 

Rufous Whistler 

Grey Shrikethrush 
Restless Flycatcher 
Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
White-winged Triller 
Australian Magpie 
Magpie Lark 

Little Raven 

House Sparrow 
Diamond Firetail 
Goldfinch 

Welcome Swallow 
Starling 


2 Mammals seen: 
Koala 
Rabbit 
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Illustrated talk by Dr David Morgan given at the General Meeting on 
6 November 2001 on the subject of 
‘A Major Faunal Study for a provincial government in Pakistan’ 
Roy Whiteside 


STUDY OBJECTIVES 

About three years ago, an association of two oil companies had formed a loose consortium with the intention of 
searching for oil and natural gas in the Khirthar National Park. There was an immediate furore from a number of 
international non-government organisations that considered that the reason for a National Park was being breached. A 
meeting was held of all interested parties, including provincial and federal governments, to discuss the proposal. It was 
concluded that an environmental baseline study of the park was required to be done by a group of people who were 
independent of the debate. With funds provided by the oil companies, the group would be required to report on the 
Geology, Topography, Water Supplies, Flora, Fauna, Farming Practices and the Sociology of the people of the 
area. The University of Melbourne was approached and eight departments were involved in the study. Dr Morgan had 
the responsibility of researching what animals were present, their location and what they were associated with. In 
particular, the numbers of the charismatic Ibex and their future viability needed to be ascertained. 

Dr Morgan's task of investigating the animals involved five visits to the area. He and his assistant went in the dry 
season (February to April) to look at all the species. The herpetologist in the group went in the peak of summer when 
the temperature got to over 50°C, as he liked to operate in full sun on stony ground. Following some rain in September, 
an aerial survey of the ungulates was carried out in November. Members of the wildlife department of Sind Province 
and the Zoological Survey Department of Pakistan accompanied the Melbourne party. 


MAIN FEATURES and GEOGRAPHY of the National Park 

Landforms and the vegetation are very much those that extend from the Horn of Africa through Eritrea, Israel, Saudi 
Arabia and across to Pakistan to the valley of the Indus River, which runs from the Himalayas to the sea. The river is 
the life-blood of Pakistan and it marks the end of the dry country that extends from the Great Indian Desert. In the past 
it has been the scene of great events in history, e.g. the armies of Alexander the Great that marched through 
Afghanistan to the Indus River. In later times, following the coming of the prophet Mohammed, there was a great 
period of expansion of Moslem culture from N. Africa to the east as far as the Indus river, 

The mountains are very rugged and run roughly from north to south. There are watercourses that are subject to flash 
flooding. 

Karachi is the largest city of Pakistan, with the Indus River reaching the Arabian Sea some kilometres southeast of that 
city. The Khirthar National Park is situated north of Karachi and close to Hyderabad. This park was established in the 
1970s mainly for the preservation of Ibex. The Pakistani President at that time, General Zia ul-Haq, was very 
impressed by this animal as it made a great national symbol. The park, however, has had a long history of domestic 
Stock grazing and browsing, particularly with goats. It is thought that this part of the Indian sub-continent has had 
village settlement for at least 5,000 years. Irrigation is available and in the SW corner of the park is the large Hab dam 
that supplies water to Karachi. The park has about 70,000 people living in it. 

The main ungulates in the park are the Chinkara Gazelle, the Urial Sheep and Ibex, which are goats with long 
scimitar-like horns that can be over a metre long. They group in herds of single sex only and mainly frequent the ridge 
tops. In the park and close to the Hab Dam enclosures have been set up for breeding some of the ungulates whose 
numbers have declined. Around the dam there were a range of water birds including Pelicans and Flamingos. 


Rainfall and Temperatures 
The mean annual rainfall for Hyderabad is only 180 mm. In the year 2000, the rainfall in the park was only 16 mm. The 
average temperatures in July range from 30° to 43° with maximum temperatures sometimes reaching 52°. 


National Park Regulations involve the prohibition of hunting, shooting, trapping or killing of any wild animal in the 
park or a three mile radius of its boundary, firing any gun or doing any other act which may disturb any animal or bird 
or doing any act which interferes with the breeding places. Felling, trapping, burning or anyway damaging or 
destroying, taking, collecting, or removing any plants or trees. 


FLORA ; 

Acacias are the dominant trees, with Acacia senegal being a source of gum-arabic. Besides native species of 
Prosopis (which is another legume) there is an introduced species from USA known as Mesquite. The plant has 
palatable foliage and the local people at drier times of the year chop off the foliage. Mesquite grows on stony ground at 
the base of the range. Conifers are also grown which are a source of frankincense and myrrh. Farming activities, 
including stock grazing, occur in the plains of the low country. Euphorbias and some Australian Acacia species grow 
in some rocky areas at the base of hills. Tamarisk trees grow along watercourses. The Nannarhops Palm has 
survived in higher altitudes but has been lost at lower altitudes because the leaves had been used to weave matting. 
Date palms are grown along some watercourses created from springs emerging from limestone rock at the base of the 
ranges. 
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There are interesting archaeological sites such as Taung where there are mediaeval tombs delicately carved into 
sandstone. In the valley of the Rani River the rainfall is low, but vegetables such as onions are grown using irrigation. 


CULTURE 

Life is very difficult for most people who live in the National Park. Houses are typically made from brushwood, acacia 
wood and similar material. The accommodation is spartan. There are shepherds controlling flocks of goats that eat 
anything that can be browsed. The air is typically dust-laden, which is a feature of the Middle East. Firearms are 
carried as routine as this is an area where bandits operate. On the northeast the park, through the ranges to the Indus 
valley, there is a pass that is protected by a wall similar to the Great Wall of China. The fort of Ranicot has origins 
possibly going back several thousand years and it occupies an area about 16 km square with subsidiary forts inside it. 
Most of the present structure is relatively recent, having been built from between the 17th and 19th Centuries by local 
chieftains. In the middle of the fort there is an accommodation block. This is where the chieftains lived with their 
harems. The gentlemen chiefs occupy the houses, with the ladies in tents outside and the soldiers further away. 
Where spring water is not available, water is accessed through classic wells. Pakistan is an Islamic Republic and one 
of the strong features of this society is the segregation of the sexes. Dr Morgan did not meet women at all and was not 
allowed into houses unless he was invited by the head of the house, which is always a man. However, a sociologist 
who investigated the way decisions were made in the villages, worked out that it was often the mother-in-law who 
made the big decisions! A mosque is located in most villages. There is one village that operates entirely through its 
mosque, which is actually a shrine to a Moslem saint. 

There are a few people who are quite prosperous as shown by a farm where there are solar panels, a TV aerial and a 
Land Cruiser vehicle. There are flourishing mango trees and date palms. 

Five public buses operate within the park. 


TECHNIQUES USED TO FIND ANIMALS 

° Search in a particular area in the open. 
A number of specific sites were chosen and a one-hour survey was carried out at each of these sites. Birds, 
reptiles and large mammals were recorded. Evidence of the presence of mammals was obtained by studying 
scats, e.g. Indian Crested Porcupine that has unique droppings or Ibex where there is a striking difference 
between the male and female droppings. 


e Pit-fall Traps were laid in non-rocky areas using a guide fence with tins set in the ground. This was very 
effective for catching reptiles, many invertebrates and a few small rodents. 

° Standard Elliot Traps were used to trap smaller mammals, with this technique being highly successful provided 
traps were placed under thorn bushes. 

° Hides constructed at waterholes enabled the team to study the composition of the Ibex population, e.g. ratios of 
sexes and ages. 

e Spot-lighting from a vehicle. Certain animals were easy to spot by this method. 

° Bait-aided spotlighting. The more nervous animals, e.g. hyenas and Bengal Fox, could be attracted to the road 


by dragging along the dirt, behind the vehicle, the skin of a freshly killed goat (purchased from a nearby village). 
When the vehicle returned along the same route the animals could then be observed sniffing the attractive line 
of blood. 


RESULTS OF SURVEY 

After the team had spent eleven weeks in the field the results of the survey, including the work of the botanical team, 
were quite encouraging because of the diversity. The team recorded: 

475 plant species. 

203 bird species belonging to 43 families. Some of those mentioned were Rock Dove, Common Mynah, House 
Sparrow, Partridges, Woodpeckers, Hoopoes, Rollers, Bee-eaters, Bustards, Sand Grouse, Flamingo, Pelican, a 
Black Drongo, White-eared Vulture and a Parrot species.. 

23 large mammal species (14 indigenous and 9 domesticated) and 13 small mammals species. Amongst the 
mammals were Hedgehogs, Scaly Anteaters (or Pangolin), Antelopes and Cattle species, Wolves, Jackals, Foxes, 
Camels, Mongooses, Squirrels, Porcupines small rodents, Striped Hyena, Jerbil and Cairo Spiny Mouse. 

34 species of reptiles, Marsh Crocodiles that still live along the Hab River, Turtles, Blind Snakes, Sand-boa, Black 
Cobra, Saw-tailed Viper and Agamid Lizards. 

3 species of amphibians (a toad and 2 frogs). 

Numerous invertebrates belonging to 19 major taxa including Sun-spiders (or Solpugieds). 


The data was collated by mapping where species were found in the park and general comments were made on 
whether or not they were rare species. Graphs were produced showing the abundance of species in different habitats 
which included wetlands, water courses, sandy plains, stony ground, escarpments, ridges, ravines and crop-lands. 


The large ungulates occupying the national park were also surveyed by helicopter with the following approxima 
results: 13,000 Ibex, 10,000 Urials (mountain sheep) and 1,000 Chinkara (the little gazelle). 


Vernon Cohan gave the vote of thanks. 


&» 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 


20 November, 2001 


..Barry Lingham 


Speakers: Mike Sturmfels and 
Robert Hughes 
Birds Seen from Lismore 


Lismore is a small farming 
community some 100 Kilometres 
west of Geelong along the 
Hamilton Highway. ka 
surrounded by the basalt plains of 
the Western District that give rise 
to the characteristic flatness of the 
landscape, punctuated by various 
volcanic peaks. The plains have 
very few trees, except for the 
valleys formed where creeks have 
eroded a path through the basalt. 


The basalt flows also created the 
numerous lakes of the area, 
including Lake Corangamite and 
Lake Colac. The general flatness 
of the topology gives rise to many 
creeks terminating in lakes or 
wetland areas. 


To the north are the forests and 
hills of the Enfield State Forest. To 
the south lie the Otway Ranges, 
and the nearest seashore is along 
the Port Campbell coast. 


Mike Sturmfels has been a 
relatively recent convert to bird 
watching, having become involved 
through his interest in 
photography. Robert Hughes has 
been observing birds in the 
Lismore area for many decades, 
having worked on a farm before 
moving into the Lismore township 
and establishing some 3 acres of 
gardens. Mike discussed the birds 
and showed many slides that he 
has taken in the Lismore area, and 
Bob assisted with descriptions and 
details about the birds. 


Mike showed slides of water birds 
including 

White-faced Heron 

White-necked Heron 

Musk Duck 

Hardhead 

Pink-eared Duck 

Darter (uncommon) 

Waders shown-included: 


a EE 
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Red-kneed Dotterel 

Red-necked Avocet 

Red-necked Stint 

Curlew Sandpiper 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

Mike's slide of a tight-packed 
group of Banded Stilt wheeling 
around a lake was spectacular. 


The waders depend upon exposed 
mud flats along the lake edges and 
they flock to the wetlands as they 
dry up. The wet season this year 
has led to few sightings of migrant 
waders. Rarer waders seen in the 
area include Long-toed Stint and 
Pectoral Sandpiper. 


Examples of birds found in the 
reeds and vegetation around the 
wetlands were the Spotless Crake 
and Banded Rail. Cisticolas also 
inhabit the wetland vegetation. 
This area is the breeding grounds 
of the Cape Barren Goose which 
has adapted its nesting habits to 
make use of hay bales, using the 
depression formed when two 
round bales are placed together. 


Terns shown by Mike included: 
Caspian Tern 

Whiskered Tern 

Gull-billed Tern (rarer) 


The plains host many raptor 
species including: 

Whistling Kite 

Brown Falcon 

Black-shouldered Kite 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 

Grey Goshawk (white phase) 
Collared Sparrowhawk 
White-breasted SeaEagle 


Boobooks and Tawney 
Frogmouths are also seen 
regularly. 


In the lightly wooded areas can be 
seen: e 

Scarlet Robin 

Hooded Robin 

Flame Robin 

Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 

Tree Martin 

Gang-gang Cockatoos (rarely) 
Eucalypts host Musk Lorikeet, 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet and, 
more rarely, Little Lorikeet. The 
Rainbow Lorikeet is only a vagrant 
in this area. Few honeyeaters are 
seen, with the Yellow-faced, 
White-plumed and New Holland 
being the most common. In the 
dry year of 1983, Black 


December 2001 


Honeyeaters were seen. 


Amongst the grasslands can be 
found Brown Songlark and Rufous 
Songlark. The elusive Plains 
Wanderer is found in the area, but 
sightings are infrequent. Hopefully 
it does not disappear from the 
area, the way the Bustard 
disappeared early in the 20" 
century. 


Mike finished the evening with bird 
slides from other areas. They 
included a beautiful Rose Robin, a 
Powerful Owl, Glossy Black 
Cockatoo, Crimson Chat and 
Fiordland Penguin. Photos of 
many pelagic species seen off 
Portland included four species of 
Albatross, Great Skua, White- 
chinned Petrel, Flesh-footed 
Shearwater and White-headed 
Petrel. 


The last slide was of a rare 
vagrant — a Franklins Gull, in 
breeding plumage. Mike and Bob 
saw the bird near Peterborough in 
1998, the first record of this 
species in Victoria. Luckily, Mike 
was able to get a good photo to 
help prove their claim for this bird 
of the Northern Hemisphere. 


Thanks to Mike, Bob and their 
friend Maurie for travelling to 
Geelong and informing us about 
the birds of the Lismore area. It 
created a lot of interest and | hope 
that the Club has a chance to 
organise an excursion or campout 
to the area soon. 


P 


Next Month's Speaker... 


The annual January 
‘Where to find hard Birds’ 
will be presented by 


several bird group 
members on 
January 15th. 
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BIRD OBSERVATIONS - November 2001 
Compiled by John Bottomley 


Lots of interesting records again this month. The most unusual were of a Channel-billed Cuckoo seen in Queenscliff by 
several members and of a Red-backed Kingfisher seen at Berembroke by Margaret Cameron, Craig Morley and myself 
in late October. Both these birds are well to the South of their usual range as was the case with the Noisy Friarbird 
reported last month. We continue to receive numerous reports of Pacific Herons, Darters and Black-tailed Native-Hens. 
None of these are common in usual years but have been easy to see over the last ten months or so. Craig Morley has 
found a pair of Collared Sparrow Hawks nesting in Eastern Park. This is a first for the park and an exciting find. The 
arrival of warmer weather has attracted Woodswallows with reports of Dusky, White-browed and the uncommon, for 
this region, Masked Woodswallow. As was the case last year White-winged Trillers are being reported in some 
numbers. Have a good month's observing and keep the records coming in. 


Observations were submitted by: (AW) Alison Watson, (BAt) Bryant Attwood, (BL) Barry Lingham, (CMo) Craig Morley, (GMc) 
Gordon McCarthy, (HS) Hans Streefkerk, (JB) John Bottomley, (JN) John Newman, (LP) Lorraine Preston, (MAC) Margaret 
Cameron, (PSt) Pat Streeflerk, (RBa) Ray Baverstock, (RBu) Rohan Bugg, (RG) Rob Ganly, (RK) Rachel Keary, (RMc) Rob 
Mckenzie, (RP) Robert Preston, (TP) Trevor Pescott. 


Species No. Date Comments Observer 
Cape Barren Goose 2 1/11/01 Lara, You Yangs Road. In a roadside paddock. BAt 
Great Crested Grebe 7 30/10/01 Corio Bay, North Shore. One present 7/11/01. BAt 
Australasian Gannet 5 30/10/01 Corio Bay between Western Beach and North Shore. Birds workingBAt 

area for an hour. 
Darter 2 9/10/01 Hospital swamp. RMc 
1 10/10/01 Reedy Lake. RMc 
1 10/10/01 Lake Connewarre. RMc 
1 19/10/01 Fyansford. Also present on 27/10/01, 28/10/01 and 2/11/01. BAt 
1 11/11/01 Lake Connewarre. JN 
1 11/11/01 Anglesea. JN 
Australasian Bittern 1 10/10/01 Reedy Lake near Fitzgeralds Lane. RMc 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 4 4/11/01 Gnarwarre. BAt 
Collared Sparrowhawk 2 From Eastern Park. Nesting. First breeding record for the park. CMo 
14/10/01 
Australian Hobby 1 9/11/01 Queens Park. Feeding nestlings. Also on 18/11/01. CMo 
1 18/11/01 Eastern Park. Feeding on carcass of male House Sparrow. CMo 
Peregrine Falcon 1 29/10/01 Brisbane Ranges at Little River Crossing. RBu 
Buff-banded Rail 1 14/11/01 Mt.Duneed. Feeding in undergrowth under a cypress tree. RK 
Black-tailed Native-hen 3 29/10/01 Brisbane Ranges, Reids Road. Two adults, one juvenile. RBu 
16 3/11/01 Serendip. GMc 
20 14/11/01 Connewarre at corner of Blackgate Road and Minya Lane. HS, PSt 
a 16/11/01 Connewarre at Blackgate Road. GMc 
Painted Button-quail 2 29/08/01 Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. GMc 
Common Sandpiper 1 11/11/01 Barwon Heads at Sheepwash. JN 
Black-fronted Dotterel 2 19/10/01 Jerringot. BAt 
Hooded Plover 2 15/11/01 Breamlea at mouth of Bream Creek. GMc 
4 20/11/01 Urquarts Bluff. Two adults and two young. AW 
Red-kneed Dotterel 10+ 4/11/01 Gnarwarre. On shoreline of a dam. BAt 
Crested Tern 150+ 18/11/01 Ocean Grove on Barwon Estuary. BL 
Common Tern 4 18/11/01 Ocean Grove on Barwon Estuary. With Crested Terns noted BL 
above. 
Whiskered Tern Hundreds 9/10/01 Salt Swamp, Lake Connewarre. RMc 
Hundreds 10/10/01 Reedy Lake. RMc 
Hundreds 14/11/01 Lake Connewarre. HS, PSt 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 6 18/10/01 Highton. Flying northwards. BAt 
7 22/10/01 Newtown. RG 
1 25/10/01 Newtown. RG 
10 28/10/01 Eastern Gardens. BAt 
10+ 2/11/02 Queens Park. RG 
Afew 12/11/01 Newtown. Heard only. RG 
4 13/11/01 Fyansford. RG 
5 13/11/01 Newtown. RG 
1 16/11/01 Buckleys Falls. BAt 
Gang-gang Cockatoo 2 30/10/01 Highton. Flying northwards. BAt 


Continued next page 
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Species 
Little Corella 


Little Lorikeet 
Pallid Cuckoo 


Horsfield's Bronze-cuckoo 


Shining Bronze-cuckoo 


Channel-billed Cuckoo 
Tawny Frogmouth 
Red-backed Kingfisher 


Sacred Kingfisher 


Speckled Warbler 
Southern Whiteface 

Flame Robin 

Spotted Quail-thrush 
Varied Sitella 

Crested Shrike-tit 

Satin Flycatcher 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 


White-winged Triller 


Masked Woodswallow 
White-browed Woodswallow 
Dusky Woodswallow 
Australian Magpie 

Diamond Firetail 
Mistletoebird 

Clamorous Reed-warbler 
Little Grassbird 


Rufous Songlark 
Common Blackbird 


We welcome the following new members to the Club 


and wish them a long and happy association. 


Mr John & Mrs Gael Butler 
Ms Shirley Cameron 
Mr James McTernan 
Mr Christian & Mrs Sue Sutherland 
Mrs Irene Spokes 
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No. Date Comments Observer 
20+ 21/10/01 Portarlington. 4.5 kms south of town. RMc 
8 11/11/01 Lake Connewarre, Staceys Lane. JN 
12+ . 17/11/01 Newtown. CMo 
1 28/09/01 Bannockburn. RMc 
1 28/09/01 Leopold. RMc 
1 22/10/01 Leopold. RMc 
2 22/10/01 You Yangs. RMc 
1 19/10/01 Fyansford. BAt 
na 22/10/01 You Yangs. Eggs found in nest of either Red-browed Finch or RMc 
Diamond Firetail. 
1 1/11/01 You Yangs. BAt 
1 17/11/01 Bellbrae. BAt 
1 7/11/01 Queenscliff. In a Morton Bay Fig tree. RP,LP, TP 
3 22/10/01 You Yangs. Adult with downy chick. RMc 
1 20/10/01 Berembroke. Sitting on telephone wire. Observed for twenty JB, CMo, 
minutes. MAC 
2 1/11/01 You Yangs. BAt 
1 6/11/01 Barwon Valley Golf Club. BAt 
1 19/11/01 Geelong Botanic Gardens. BAt 
2 4/11/01 Long Forest on Djerriwarrh Track. RBu 
3 18/10/01 You Yangs on Toynes Road. RBu 
1 2/11/01 You Yangs. In Big Rock area. A male bird. RBu 
1 11/11/01 Brisbane Ranges on Aqueduct Track. AW 
1 22/10/01 You Yangs. RMc 
1 19/10/01 Buckleys Falls. Two present on 13/11/01 and one on 16/11/01. BAt 
1 15/11/01 Geelong Botanic Gardens. Ninth record in over twenty years. CMo 
1 19/10/01 Buckleys Falls. Two present 2/11/01. BAt 
1 27/10/01 Gnarwarre. BAt 
2 30/10/01 Jerringot. BAt 
3 22/10/01 You Yangs. Two males at East Paddock and one male at RMc 
Drysdales Road. 
1 30/10/01 Fyansford Common. Also present 13/11/01. RG 
1 2/11/01 You Yangs. Calling above the Big Rock area. RBu 
1 6/11/01 Barwon Valley Golf Course. BAt 
1 14/11/01 Rockbank, Koroit Creek. RBu 
1 22/10/01 You Yangs. Resting in tree with 20+ White-browed Woodswallows. RMc 
Many. 22/10/01 You Yangs. Many seen including a flock of 100+. RMc 
6 19/10/01 Buckleys Falls. 10+ on 2/11/01. 20+ most days in November. BAt 
500+ 27/10/01 Gnarwarre. A huge flock feeding on the ground. BAt 
3 22/10/01 You Yangs. A pair building a nest. RMc 
1 1/11/01 You Yangs. BAt 
1 19/10/01 Fyansford. BAt 
1 22/10/01 You Yangs at dam near Cressy Gully. RMc 
1 27/10/01 Fyansford. BAt 
1 4/11/01 Long Forest at Long Point. RBu 
1 4/11/01 Gnarwarre. BAt 
1 16/11/01 Highton. Nesting'in Happy Wanderer Creeper. RBa 
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GFNC OFFICE BEARERS (2000-2001) 


President Position vacant 

Vice-President Position vacant 

Secretary Alison Watson 5266 1087 aandpwatson@iprimus.com.au 
Treasurer Ray Baverstock 5243 7025 

Minute Secretary Donna Wood 52212956  woodies(Qjc.com.au 

Immediate Past President Barry Lingham 5255 4291  lingham.barry.k @ edumail.vic.gov.au 
Committee Member Bernie Franke 5224 1312 berkers@smartchat.net.au 


i Claire Greenwell 5243 7047 cndgreenwell@myplace.net.au 


: Diana Primrose 52501811 primrose@sunet.com.au 
> Š Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 


É 3 Graeme Tribe 5255 2302 
i : John Bottomley — 5284 1554  johnbo(gswift.net.au 


Honorary Librarian Position vacant 
Editor Claire Greenwell 5243 7047 Mobile 0416 006407 
é (E-mail address) cndgreenwell@myplace.net.au 
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and GEELONG BIRD REPORT EDITOR 
Bio-diversity Group Frank Scheelings 5229 7494 
Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 


Mammal Study Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 
Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish (Pri) 03 5367 3196 (Bus) 03 9344 5715 


DISCLAIMER 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine 
rests with the author of the article. ‘Geelong Naturalist’ may be quoted without 


` permission provided that acknowledgement of the club and the author is made. 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 28 January, 2002. 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help — late copy may not be accepted. 
Hard copy or diskette to P.O. Box 1047, Geelong, 3200 


Email: cndgreenwell@myplace.net.au 
Phone Claire 5243 7047 or 0416 006407 


ROSTERS 
LIBRARY SUPPER MAILING 


Judy Rowe Noreen Arthur Veronica Mahoney 
Lily Sherwood 
Shirley Southcombe 


Lorraine Preston Bev Wheeler Sheila Silver 
Edna Harrison 


Meetings start at 8.00 pm at: 


The Meeting Room behind the big hall at Clairvaux Catholic School, Reynolds Road, Bement 
Use the driveway between the big hall and the playing field. 
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